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SUBJECT: MBFR: BUNDESWEHR RESTRUCTURING PLAN 

REF: USDEL MBFR AIRGRAM A-015, MARCH 5, 1975 

1. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PRESENT PEACETIME 
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495.000- MAN ACTIVE DUTY FORCE PLUS A 30,000-MAN READY 
RESERVE FORCE. UNDER THE RESTRUCTURING PLANS APPROVED BY 
PARLIAMENT IN FEBRUARY 1975, THIS CURRENT STRUCTURE WILL 
NOT BE CHANGED UNTIL "SATISFACTORY RESULTS" HAVE BEEN 
ACHIEVED IN THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS. AFTER THAT, THE 
BUNDESWEHR WILT. BE STRUCTURED TO BE COMPRISED OF AN 
AUTHORIZED PEACETIME FORCE OF 495,000 INCLUDING 465,000 MEN 
ON ACTIVE DUTY AND 30,000 MEN IN A STANDBY READINESS 
FORCE. 

2. THE REFERENCED AIRGRAM CALLS INTO QUESTION OUR UNDER- 
STANDING OF CURRENT AND PROJECTED FORCE STRUCTURES. THE 
AIRGRAM REPORTS THAT THE WEST GERMANS INTEND TO INCREASE 
THE AUTHORIZED STRENGTH LEVEL OF THE BUNDESWEHR TO 500,000 
MEN, COMPRISED OF 495,000 REGULAR ACTIVE DUTY." MBFR 
REDUCTIONS WOULD NOT BE TAKEN FROM THE TOTAL 500,000 MEN BUT 
ONLY FROM THE 495,000 REGULARS ON ACTIVE DUTY. FURTHERMORE, 

THE GERMANS WOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO TAKE THEIR MBFR 
REDUCTIONS BY A TRANSFER IN THE STATUS OF REGULAR ACTIVE 
DUTY TROOPS TO A RESERVE STATUS. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION OR CLARIFICATION OF 
THE GERMAN PLANS. WE ARE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
WHETHER THE GERMAN MBFR DELEGATES WERE SPEAKING OF THE 
EXISTING "READY RESERVE” OR THE PROPOSED "STANDBY 
READINESS FORCE" WHICH, ACCORDING TO OUR CURRENT UNDER- 
STANDING, CAN ONLY BE CREATED FOLLOWING AN MBFR AGREEMENT. 
OR, HAVE THE GERMANS NOW DECIDED TO CREATE THE STANDBY 
READINESS FORCE BEFORE AN AGREEMENT INVOLVING FRG 
REDUCTIONS? ADDITIONALLY, WILL THE 5,000 "READY RESERVES" 

TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 500,000 PEACETIME STRENGTH BE 
REGULARLY ON FULL-TIME ACTIVE DUTY IN UNITS OR DOES THE 

5.000- MAN FIGURE REPRESENT AN AVERAGE NUMBER OF "READY 
RESERVISTS" SERVING SHORT TOURS OF ACTIVE DUTY FOR 
TRAINING? WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION ON 
GERMAN INTENTIONS TO TAKE THEIR MBFR REDUCTIONS BY THINNING 
OUT OR BY DISBANDING ACTIVE UNITS. KISSINGER 
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